The Crime Prevention and Law Merit Badge sessions were held as scheduled this past Saturday despite the impending snowstorm. Mr. Lamar held a general discussion and covered the group requirements for the Law Merit Badge for the twelve Scouts in attendance. I found the material quite interesting and actually learned a few things myself. With this basic session the Scouts now must complete several more requirements including a visit to an actual court in session. That visit is in the planning stages. Mr. Suraci introduced Mr. Chris Vail of the Kohl’s Department store who started the Crime Prevention portion of the program. Mr. Vail explained the losses due to employee theft and shoplifting in retail businesses and how they affect the final pricing of merchandise to consumers. Following Mr. Vail, Corporal Matalavage and Officer Kehoe demonstrated the “tools” of their trade. Included on their belt are their firearm, pepper spray, first aid materials, radio, cell phone and their first line of defense their baton. The Scouts were then escorted in small groups to see the internal workings of a police patrol car. The program got even more interesting when we assembled in the Limerick Township Boardroom. The officers had hidden actual narcotics in the room. Corporal Matalavage’s K-9 Partner Jago was introduced and was demonstrated on how he could sniff out and locate the stashed drugs. Jago had no problem whatsoever in this exercise. Then Officer Kehoe donned protective gear and Jago was ordered to take down the suspect. Jago did this with the speed of lightning and no one else in the room would volunteer to try this! The police still weren’t through with us! A complete tour of the Police station and its two squad rooms followed. A big thank you to all those who were involved in this quick paced and informative MB exercise. For a few low quality photos click.
